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Maze
As it gets warmer outside, you will 
need to get rid of all that clunky winter ap-
parel. Don’t worry, we have suggestions 
on how to rearrange your closet.
Page 7
John Jay has recently created many 
new majors. Did you know that? Most stu-
dents don’t and that may be creating a stunt 
in academic evolution.
Page 4
The New Building’s confusing struc-
ture makes everyone feel like they’re a 
freshman again when trying to find class-
es. Read this article to get a few pointers 





All student names have been changed 
to protect their identities. Even though 
their names are made up, their stories are 
real.
When an essay is due, students have 
very few choices; they can choose to either 
write the paper or receive help. The most 
alluring of choices, however, is hiring 
someone to write the paper for you.
Tempted by the advertisements for pro-
fessionally written essays, students lose 
control of their essays to companies that 
often employ writers with graduate de-
grees.
Claiming to write original top notch 
essays from scratch, Andrew, an employer 
at the professional writing site Samedayes-
say.com, said that there are 3,000 writers, 
from the US and the UK, who are will-
ing to compete for high salaries. A three-
page undergrad paper is $66.84, and that 
is if you are ordering ten days before your 
deadline. If you want your paper within 24 
hours, a three page is worth $108.84.
“There are 200 students coming for 
help every day. One customer usually or-
ders from 5-7 papers every term,” said An-
drew. According to Andrew, Samedayes-
say.com writers have been in the writing 
field for more than seven years, and are 
well experienced. Andrew declined to give 
his full name.
Yaser, sophomore, bought an essay 
from customwritings.com. He described 
the process of receiving his effortless paper 
in one statement, “It’s like ordering sushi 
and finding it on your doorstep, that’s just 
how easy it is. Except I kinda have to dumb 
it down a little so it wouldn’t be too suspi-
cious.”
The Allure of Buying Papers
Students sometimes delay their college 
workload because of stress.
“I feel pressured because I procrasti-
nate,” said Aaron, a full time student. “But 
that’s because I have a bunch of college 
work, a full time job at Subway, family 
issues and on top of that I have to worry 
about my papers.”  Aaron purchased three 
papers from samedayessay.com.
The companies that market profes-
sional essays promise students that their 
identity will not be revealed, which makes 
it comfortable for students to purchase the 
essays without the fear of being caught. 
Dan, who has purchased two papers al-
ready, said, “Those essay writer people 
won’t ever rat out anyone, you don’t even 
have to give them your real name for them 
to do your essay.”
Students say that they rarely have the 
extra time to sit and write the papers that 
their professors assign. The English De-
partment Chair, Allison Pease said, “It 
is often students who have received low 
grades on papers early in the semester that 
then turn to plagiarism, because they feel 
it is the only way to raise the grade in the 
class.”
Catherine Kemp, a Philosophy pro-
fessor, said that students resort to such 
services if they are taking a course out-
side their major and think that they “don’t 
know what the professor wants” and “that 
a made-to-order assignment will get them 
a better grade.”  Students often buy their 
papers in order to meet deadlines.
These questionable companies con-
vince desperate students that they can help 
them with any type of writing, including 
research, thesis, and term papers.
According to Jane, a representative of 
essaywriter.org, it is mostly college and 
university students who employ such help. 
“We only write papers from scratch,” she 
said “only original papers.”
Professors Fight Back
Professors, however, are catching onto 
students, who are buying their papers on-
line, and some have even developed meth-
ods to identify these fake papers.
According to Kemp, professors are 
well aware of students that are plagiariz-
ing. “Many of us try to devise assignments 
that will make using canned papers impos-
sible,” she said. “It’s the reason I require 
so much in-class writing and in-class essay 
exams.”
Students who have been caught for us-
ing such services, and their plagiarism has 
led them to receive academic punishment.
“The penalty is an F for the assignment 
and being reported for plagiarism,” said 
Kemp. Furthermore, websites, like Turni-
tin.com, are strong weapons against these 
fake essays.
Turnitin.com is a website that many 
professors use to detect plagiarized work. 
The writers of these fake essays claim that 
their papers are hundred percent original, 
but that is not always the case.
According to Adam Wandt, who is the 
Deputy Chair for Instructional Technology 
of the Department of Public Management, 
“Turnitin.com makes it much easier for me 
to spot plagiarism.”
“These services might advertise their 
work as original work, but in their sloppy 
writing, they plagiarize a little bit,” he 
said, “turnitin.com is so good at picking up 
shortcuts these professionals use.”
Continued on Page 2





Some students, like the one in this photo illustration, choose to buy term papers rather than write the papers themselves.
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Professors are definitely aware of 
when their students plagiarize, because the 
writing styles of these professional writ-
ers differ from the writing styles of the 
student. “Professors are very intelligent 
when it comes to knowing that that student 
couldn’t have written that paper,” he said.
Just recently, professor Wandt caught 
a student who purchased his paper. When 
questioned about the paper, the student 
could not identify the writing as his own. 
“He understands not a word,” Wandt said.
When students are caught plagiarizing, 
there are two possible outcomes: tempo-
rary suspension or expulsion.
One student describes his plagiarism 
Plagiarism
Continued from front page
By Brendan Gillen
Staff Writer
An outdoor roof garden. State of the 
art classrooms. New cyber lounges and 
cutting edge science facilities. Our new 
building is certainly impressive. But noth-
ing, and I mean nothing, has impressed or 
been more quickly acclimated as have our 
circles of leisure, our rectangles of com-
fort, our polygons of the weary. Yes all, I 
speak of the modernist lounging furniture 
that has become so familiar to all seeking 
to take a break from the daily grind that is 
a college semester—I speak of our much 
utilized, but never available, fake leather 
couches.
“I really like them, and they’re very 
comfortable,” said junior Demetrius Ri-
cardo. “They’re placed nicely around the 
Mezzanine and 1st floor areas, and they’re 
perfect for napping during community 
hour.”
Napping indeed. This thought is so 
abundantly shared that it has become a 
chore in itself to find empty sofas.
“Just finding a free space after 3rd pe-
riod has become so difficult that I think 
they should start taking reservations,” 
jokes senior John Sodaro. “I swear that it’s 
easier to find a republican in John Jay than 
a cold couch on the 1st floor after 10:30 in 
the morning.”
While said in jest, Sodaro actually 
shares a common refrain echoed through-
out our halls, seating space is a problem 
that demands our immediate attention. 
With the New Building certain to at-
The corrections below are from 
the February 2012 issue of The 
John Jay Sentinel. We correct 
all errors of fact. If you see any 
mistakes please email us at jjsenti-
nel@jjay.cuny.edu
The article titled “Veteran’s Club Seeks 
Out More Members” contains several 
errors. The article states that there are 
550 veterans enrolled in John Jay. In fact, 
there are actually 650 veterans, 100 of 
which are part of the Veteran’s Club. The 
article identifies a Paul Woodhouse as a 
professor. He is actually a student. In the 
article Conrad Cho is said to be both the 
vice president and the secretary but he is 
actually neither. The current secretary is 
Carolina Vasquez and the vice president 
is Ryan Jackson. Michael Carrolls is the 
treasurer. 
experience as horrid.
 “I felt like I was getting arrested and 
hadda’ go through this whole process with 
my professor,” said Sebastian, sophmore. 
“I’m never gonna’ do that again, for real.” 
He further explained that his professor gave 
him an F for the course, which will now be 
a permanent figure on his transcript.
The Alternative
The Writing Center is a much safer al-
ternative to these paying services, but stu-
dents continue to complain that going to 
the Writing Center requires too much time 
from their busy schedules. “I don’t need 
help with my paper, I just don’t got time to 
write it,” William said.
John Jay offers its students unlimited 
and free tutoring sessions for both under-
graduate and graduate students who need 
help, a privilege that many outside of the 
college do not have. The tutors in the Writ-
ing Center are trained to help students with 
the writing specific to their discipline.
With one call or visit, students can 
schedule an appointment to the Writing 
Center. It is unfortunate that some students 
do not have the “I’d grab it while you can, 
since it’s free!” drive, as professor Kemp 
puts it. 
 Students prefer to order the fake pa-
pers because it’s the easier alternative, as 
Dan said, it’s like “one-two-three.”
Faculty interested in the genuine suc-
cess of their students don’t like to see them 
succumb to such plagiarism services. 
“I hate the idea that students, who 
are already paying good money to learn, 
would pay more money not to learn by 
having someone else write their papers for 
them,” said Pease.
Hey Move Over, I Was Sleeping Here!
during 2nd and 3rd periods assuring prime 
real estate is available to the truly tired 
among us?  Or should we consider a com-
munity hour in two separate periods, with 
those, whose classes 
are predominantly on 
the north end, perhaps 
breaking for commu-
nity hour during one, and those whose ed-
ucational endeavors are restricted primar-
ily to the south during another? Or should 
the powers that be reach into the schools 
coffers and purchase more of these couch-
es for the drowsy?
The solution is ultimately cannot be 
made during the current semester. So to all 
those unable to acquire prime seating in 
the upcoming months, I suggest that per-
haps you retire to a standing position on 
the 1st floor area hallways that surround 
the Mezzanine and partake of the anthro-
pological study that is the observation of 
the mindless activity that has become syn-
onymous with our wonderful furniture—
the act of repositioning.
"It's like they move the couches just 
for the sake of doing it," remarked soph-
omore Shahib Choudhury. "What was 
wrong with where they were? It's crazy, 
right? And besides, I really enjoy sitting 
alone on the smaller couches. That way, 
no uninvited guest will plop down beside 
you."
And many of our fellow students do 
indeed chose to avail themselves of the 
solo couch, adjusting accordingly to any 
number of preferred positions—the "fe-
tal curl," the upward facing, eyes closed 
"eternal slumber," the “just-jumped-from-
the-first-floor-random-landing," or even 
the downward facing, covered-head, 
couch-tasting "anonymous position" that, 
for obvious reasons, is not recommended. 
Then there are the single couch but dual-
person accommodations that require a 
greater familiarity with those with whom 
you are sharing this coveted space—and 
sometimes even a modem of privacy. The 
environmental intimacy and relaxed seat-
ing arrangement, awash in the natural 
light, always assure a pleasant exchange—
or whatever.
Then there is the ever-popular group 
seating. Thanks to the New Building’s 
strong Wi-Fi signal, Hulu and the like 
are easily accessed throughout, streaming 
their collegiate quality programming to 
the hungry masses all gathered around the 
ever-common laptop screen while seated 
on their shaped pleather thrones of viewer-
ship.
"The circular couch can easily fit 3 but 
should never have any more than 6," jokes 
Brian Davan, a graduating senior. "Any 
more than that and you'd better have small 
friends."
While speaking of selfish, we conclude 
our discourse with talk of the single-couch 
requiring, but multi-couch demanding 
individual who insists on moving these 
contoured ottomans to all random areas of 
the Mezzanine like he/she were engaged 
in some crazy steroidal game of Tetris. 
You know who you are. Although usu-
ally not that great of stature, by nature of 
your great clock awareness, you will insist 
on calling dibs on at least 4 of the small-
er couches, bunching them together and 
then moving them in wagon-train fash-
ion toward the North wall as if drawn by 
some invisible magnetic-field. And there 
you'll proudly stake your claim for at least 
the duration of the next period like some 
expanse-possessed,furniture-obsessed, 
proud homesteader. And most always, 
one of these futons will be used to display 
the ever-present laptop, while the oth-
ers will serve only at the pleasure of their 
shape-shifting claimant, who will contort, 
twist, bridge, bend and adapt to the newly 
claimed and prized open real estate with 
all the dexterity that their introductory 
yoga class has bestowed upon them. Yeah, 
Zen Buddhist. You win. Now there you 
shall rest for at least the next 75 minutes, 
enjoying your victory, finding your center, 
watching episodes of South Park while 
drifting on your billowy surface all along 
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We welcome letters to the editor 
and stories relevant to 
the John Jay community. 
tract a greater influx of freshman students 
over the next few years, the seating prob-
lem will only increase. This, in turn, will 
contribute to the fatigue of the sure-to-be 
exhausted students, 
and ultimately to a de-
crease of the quality of 
students that we strive 
to produce here at our revered institution.
School pride alone demands our due 
diligence. Is the workload at John Jay 
just so taxing to an already weary student 
body? Perhaps those with a flexible sched-
ule should simply avoid taking any classes 
3
By Mohammed Islam 
Staff Writer
A year after emigrating from Bangla-
desh, Waseem Ahmad was accepted into 
John Jay’s class of 2011 in spite of his lim-
ited knowledge of the English language. 
However, even though he has maintained 
an enviable 3.2 GPA, his lack of fluency 
has kept him here past his anticipated 
graduation date.
“I was supposed to graduate in 2011,” 
he said. “But it is now 2012 and still I am 
here because of my speaking ability. I 
wasn’t directed to take the required classes 
that I needed for my major and instead I 
took elective classes, essentially wasting 
my time.”
But Ahmad’s situation is not unique. 
Many immigrants throughout the John Jay 
campus face this similar problem because 
of their common struggle with the Eng-
lish language. As with Ahmad, this affects 
their progress, grades and especially their 
public speaking when in class.
Luzinka Khan, another John Jay stu-
dent who came here in 2010 from Mali, 
Africa, also suffers academically because 
of his continuing struggles with the lan-
guage. In fact, he was criticized by an Eth-
nic Studies Professor simply because he 
was unable to give a class speech in clear 
and fluent English.
“I have been living here past two 
years. It’s not like I have been living here 
eight years or so … based on what I have 
seen and heard on other student’s presen-
tation and took a look at their paper, my 
grammar, clarity and organization is much 
better than theirs. How come public speak-
ing matter the most?”
But turning lemons into lemonade, 
Khan used his professor’s criticism to his 
advantage, taking supplementary English 
classes three days a week to improve his 
speech. Determined students such as Khan 
must bridge the sometimes overwhelming 
gap that separates the 13th grade from a 
college graduate.
Take, for example, the lack of commu-
nication between immigrant students and 
other students and faculty.
As an entering freshman, Khan didn’t 
know that John Jay offers tutorials in Eng-
lish for foreign students. And they’re free.
According to Christopher Davis, the 
head of the Center for English Language 
Support (CELS), “developing commu-
nication in English will be important for 
your entire life, so we encourage students 
to take the opportunity in college and at 
CELS to develop these skills.”
Davis and his team offer a variety of 
instructional assistance to non-native Eng-
lish speakers and language development 
with emphasis on writing. CELS also of-
fers one-on-one sessions and workshops 
every semester, taught by tutors, who are 
qualified at a master’s degree level, to 
teach English as a second language.
But such problems extend beyond the 
walls of John Jay. Raton Rahman, a se-
nior at City College, often faces situations 
where many students will make fun of and 
humiliate him simply because of how he 
speaks.
“Even though they don’t say it to my 
face, that don’t mean I can’t hear them 
laughing and making jokes about how 
I should be deported to wherever I came 
from.”
But haven’t we all come from some-
where else? Was not our nation built by 
the hard-working immigrant?
Angela Degroot, recently immigrated 
to New York from her home in Novo-
sibirsk, Russia, and is now a student at 
BMCC. But she too is finding the lan-
guage barrier to be quite daunting, espe-
cially on her new college campus.
“It’s been an unpleasant learning en-
vironment,” she said. “Some professors 
give their lectures faster than I can blink 
my eyes and I can’t hardly take notes. But 
when I ask them to repeat or slow down, 
they get furious.”
Because of this, Degroot has already 
dropped one of her classes. Now she’s a 
part time student, and if she keeps drop-
ping classes each semester, she won’t 
qualify for any TAP or PELL grants.
Thompson Blackman, a student at 
NYU, has also been the victim of the vit-
riol but uses the  ignorance as motivation 
to work even harder.
“Be the one to use negative criticism to 
overcome your weakness,” he said. “Don’t 
let it discourage you, think of it as second 
chance to better your work.”
Alienated In Academia





On February 28th, the steps of the 11th 
Avenue entrance were packed with men 
and women in suits. The landing between 
L2 and L3 had been filled with chairs and 
resembled a small cafe. Men in green jack-
ets, with FBI spelled out in large yellow 
letters on the back,  had set up metal detec-
tors behind the turnstiles. 
This had nothing to do with students. 
The metal detectors probably didn’t even 
work, the men weren’t really members of 
the FBI and the small cafes were props.
That day, a production team trans-
formed the New Building into a small eat-
ing area to film an episode of “The Good 
Wife.” 
This school is not new to television and 
film. “Law & Order” was the first to film 
here, according to Nancy Marshall, who is 
the space management administrator in the 
Office of Space Planning and Capital Proj-
ects. Her department handles the organiza-
tion of film shoots at John Jay.
Marshall said that through “word of 
mouth” John Jay has become a much 
sought-after location. “We have a very 
good reputation,” said Marshall.
Marshall went on to explain how the 
different CUNY schools actually compete 
for the opportunity to have films shoot at 
their college. CUNY Central sends out 
emails to all the colleges with specifics for 
locations that producers and location man-
agers are looking for.
Producers pay to film on location at 
colleges, so the competition is intense. 
Last year John Jay raised $50,216 from the 
different productions that have filmed here 
as of December 31, 2011. Marshal pointed 
out, “These funds go towards support of 
college initiatives such as student scholar-
ships,” so Gossip Girl may actually be pay-
ing for some of your education.
“Our film website is in the Mayor’s 
office and the Governor’s office library,” 
Marshall also said. This means that any-
one from out of state who wants to shoot 
a scene in New York City can log onto 
Mayor Bloomberg or Governor Cuomo’s 
websites and get Marshall’s information.
Another important part of the process, 
according to Marshall, is “solicitation with 
postcards.” Although most of their work 
comes from location managers passing 
along recommendations to each other, the 
postcards and CDs, which contain 143 
digital photos of the available locations, 
help to generate interest within the indus-
try also.
Some of the latest projects to film here 
besides “The Good Wife” were “30 Rock,” 
“Glee” and “Gossip Girl.”  “Glee” filmed 
a dance scene in the middle of the atrium 
on the first floor of the New Building one 
night over winter break. “Gossip Girl” 
filmed a scene on February 17th in the 
John Jay Cafe in North Hall (which will air 
April 2nd), and “30 Rock” filmed here last 
December. 
With spring and summer approaching, 
Marshall said that there will certainly be an 
influx of television and film shoots at John 
Jay. Students who are interested can “get 
credit, learn how to work in a studio, and 
even get paid.” Maybe a current student 
will be directing a scene here in a decade.
By Kamar Jay Foster
Staff Writer
The new Black Box Theater has a 
problem: it’s too popular.
The theater holds only 110 students; it 
has scheduling conflicts with both profes-
sors and student groups clamoring for the 
space. Competition for the theater, located 
on L2, has been fierce, with double-book-
ings stirring controversy and upsetting 
some Student Activities officials, who be-
lieve the space is being monopolized.
"If it wasn't for the theater faculty 
there wouldn't be a black box theater," 
said Professor Seth Baumrin, the chair of 
the department. Baumrin teaches classes 
held in the Box, such as Drama in Produc-
tions and Directing.
But student clubs have also attempted 
to use the space, which is well-suited for 
group meetings and cultural events.
"There are some classes scheduled 
there mainly in the morning and we have 
tried to keep community hour free and 
available for student activities," said Rob-
ert Pignatello, Senior Vice President of Fi-
nance and Administration.
Some clubs’ requests have been reject-
ed. The Box is so popular that the students 
are having a hard time seeing who gets to 
use it.
“Students clubs were excited to hear 
that they would be able to use the space,” 
said Makeda Jordan, the Associate Direc-
tor of Student Life. 
Student leaders have also complained 
that the forms used to reserve the room – 
forms not required for most other campus 
spaces – make the process of booking the 
theater overly difficult.
"The process of filling out a request 
form is tedious," said Simone Smillie, the 
President of the Jamaica Yahso club. Even 
after filling out a form for her club, she 
said that the Office of Student Life sent no 
reply, only rejecting her request at the very 
last minute. They ended up moving the 
event to North Hall.
Many other clubs have been rejected , 
including the Haitian Students Association 
and the Muslim Students Association.
"It is more highly complicated than we 
want it to be, and what we don't want is 
conflict. It is a space for students, and is 
being used by students," Baumrin said. "It 
also is impossible to teach some theater 
courses without a proper theater."
Faculty members contend that al-
though the space is popular, the process 
for booking it is actually straightforward.
"Those that are planned in advance and 
scheduled are able to reserve it. these re-
quests generally come through the office 
of student affairs," Pignatello said.
The theater cannot accommodate every 
student venue, so this conflict turns into a 
scheduling battle.
"There are classes held in the theater 
until community hour," Jordan said. 
As part of the official theater policy, 
Pignatello said that the theater "is essen-
tially a student venue and student events 
get priority there."
Still, some student club leaders wonder 
where they will go if the theater continues 
to be overbooked.
"When the North Hall cafeteria closes 
down people will start to notice that there 
are a lack of places where student clubs 




John Jay has added a thirteen level 
maze to its campus where students get lost 
and seniors feel like they are in their fresh-
men year again. But  students are adapting 
by developing their own personal tech-
niques to navigate the labyrinth we call 
the New Building.
How do I get around the New Build-
ing?
That is the question students asked 
themselves at the start of the semester. 
With its two entrances, guarded by the 
CUNY peace officers, and a secret pas-
sageway from the end of the first floor that 
takes you to the second floor of the Harren 
Hall, students often get disoriented once 
inside the new building.
Jason Williams, senior, said, “The new 
building does make me feel like a fresh-
man again."
Before its opening, the New Building 
created anxiousness and excitement in stu-
dents, which led to confusion during the 
beginning of the semester. Maps are avail-
able at the security desk in the new build-
ing to help them get around, but aren't 
very useful. The legends on the walls and 
hanging signs are also not useful. Some 
students can't get their bearing.
“The maps around the school do not 
help. I feel like I need a GPS to actually 
guide me around the building,” Williams 
said.
Yet some students are oblivious to the 
fact that the college has maps for each 
building.
Maunda Alexander, junior, said, 
“Map? What map? Who pays attention to 
a map? What they need to do is give the 
professors directions on how to use the 
computers in the classrooms."
Other students had similar responses.
Melody Scott, sophomore, is also un-
aware of the maps, “I never looked at the 
map,” she said. “We have one?”
It seems as though the maps are not 
visible to all students so they can log onto 
the new building's website and download 
the Quick Guide to Getting Around The 
New Building.
Although the new building is like a 
maze, there are some treasures and look-
outs that can be helpful to students on al-
most every level.
There are the bike racks, an ATM ma-
chine when entering the new building 
through Harren Hall and a nice view of the 
Hudson River on the seventh floor.
“The view of the Hudson makes me 
feel relaxed while I study,” said Zachary 
Crane, senior. Each of these can be used 
as landmarks.
Some students shared some helpful 
landmarks with The Sentinel.
Mark Garceran, junior, said, “The es-
calators on the far side of the building 
helps me remember that the new One Stop 
is in the back and the JJ cafe on the first 
floor."
Sala Harris, freshman, said, “The in-
famous vending machine on the ground 
or first floor, whatever floor that is, that 
doesn't like to give back change, is my 
marker."
Other students aimlessly walk around 
until they find their class. An option The 
Sentinel does not support, especially if 
you don't have water and food to last you 
for a few days on the sometimes barren 
tundras of The New Building.
The New Building can also confuse 
some of those valiant knights, Public Safe-
ty Officers.
Giving directions is not a major part 
of their job but the head of the department 
makes it possible for them to be informed.
Patrol classes are mandatory, said 
Public Safety Officer Edwin Feliz. Patrol 
classes are  training sessions that Public 
Safety Officers undergo. They learn the ins 
and outs of each building and also evacua-
tion procedures during these sessions.
He said, “Before I used to get lost in 
the new building but after I did the train-
ing, I knew every floor and it's my second 
semester here." Feliz said he uses the lob-
Lost? So Is Everyone Else
ANTHONY THOMAS
by as a landmark.
“When you know L then you know ev-
erything,” he said, “When you know the L 
floors by heart it's easy."
Looking at the signs (the cheat codes) 
and understanding them can also get you 
to the final level, the classroom.
The New Building seems to be the hot 
spot during Community Hour. Everyone is 
lounging around on the new furniture, on 
their laptops and even throwing footballs.
There is always action going on. Those 
who used to hang out in the library be-
cause there was no other place to go have 
found themselves a new grace land.
Garceran describes the new building as 
a “Mecca” during Community Hour. “It's 
kind of impossible for any social person to 
not gravitate toward the new building for 
community hour,” he said.
The library was once a place to study 
but the new building has mesmerized stu-
dents with its ottomans, outlets in the floor 
and flat screen TVs.
“I never hung out in the library, who 
does that?” Scott joked as she continued 
talking with her friends on steps.
Whenever you're wandering around 
you just might discover some quiet study 
areas and cool hideouts. Students can 
study near One Stop by the window, in 
empty classrooms, on the couches or al-
ways take a trip back to the good ol' li-
brary.
The commute to school can be a drag 
but the college has made it possible for 
students to relax in the lounge that awaits 
them.
College is a place about learning to be 
in the real world and orienting yourself in 
new places.So take your disorientation as 
a life lesson because, like Williams said, 
"It's a cold world out there."
Umm, what is going on here? 
By Anamika Kumari
Staff Writer
John Jay students might just be in for a 
surprise when they learn about new majors 
and classes being offered as John Jay con-
tinues to change into a liberal arts college.
Peer service is available for freshmen 
students but they do not see it as helpful. 
Katherine Azcona, a freshman at John Jay 
who is majoring in Political Science, used 
the freshmen services but did not find it 
too helpful. “It is just a waste of time hon-
estly," she said.
Even sophomores, juniors and seniors 
feel the need to have to do everything on 
their own to know what classes to take be-
cause the help they need is not available.
Krista Morello, a sophomore who is 
majoring in Forensic Science said, “I think 
the services just look at your degree audit 
to help you. You can do that on your own."
Christine Rabah, a senior who 
switched to the English major, after dis-
covering it through word of mouth said, 
“I actually heard about the English major 
through various other classmates and pro-
fessors. When I was a freshmen, I only 
went to the services once because they had 
made it mandatory in order to register for 
classes at that time. Since then I have been 
doing everything on my own."
Herman Chung, a senior, said “infor-
mation about the Humanities and Justice 
major was pretty hard to pin down until 
two semesters ago. What counted towards 
the disciplinary electives were sometimes 
fuzzy." These confused students prove 
how John Jay needs to do a better job with 
advertising about new majors.
The John Jay website does not list the 
new Philosophy major. How will new stu-
dents, interested about Philosophy, ever 
learn about the major if it is not even be-
ing promoted well?
Professor Catherine Kemp, who is the 
co-chairperson of the  Philosophy depart-
ment and the major and minor coordinator, 
said, “so far the department has produced 
a brochure which is linked on our depart-
ment home page. We have also staged an 
open house event in mid-February and 
drew students attention to the new major 
there. We advertised this event on the col-
lege home page in the events list, by flyer, 
lobby poster, and by e-mail."
Kemp also said that the Philoso-
phy major will have another open house 
around the time of Fall registration which 
will be advertised the way the first event 
was. She hopes to see that the major is in-
cluded on the list of majors available for 
students on the John Jay website. How-
ever, that will not happen soon since John 
Jay website will be updated only after the 
end of the Spring semester.
Even though the college may be lack-
ing in its services for students, professors 
at John Jay are doing everything they 
can to attract students to new majors and 
classes. “We are also beginning to discuss 
ways to help interested students become 
more involved in Philosophy—perhaps 
with a blog or, if there is sufficient inter-
est, a student philosophy journal," said 
Professor Jonathan Jacobs, co-chairperson 
of the Philosophy department.
He is not the only one trying to at-
tract students using the social media. The 
English department has been attracting 
students through its newsletters and Face-
book. There is a Facebook page for the 
English major and it is often updated with 
information about classes students should 
be interested in and information about 
English and Literature in general.
“We are building our institutional 
profile and possibly also changing our 
students' idea about what English can be 
about," said Professor Olivera Jokic, who 
runs the English major Facebook page. 
“We are trying to show how the study of 
English and literature is changing along 
with the changes in social media. I think it 
is a good idea for all majors and programs 
to have some kind of presence in the so-
cial media."
The English Department advertised a 
class about John Jay, the man our college 
is named after, and his era by creating an 
ad that was posted on the Facebook page 
and sent to students as an email. The ad 
questioned students about how well they 
know him.
This ad got attention because the ad 
was creative and it reached out to the stu-
dents. 
“I can somewhat clearly remember it. 
So it must have done a good job of being 
an ad, grabbing my attention and bury-
ing itself in my memory," Herman Chung 
said. 
Perhaps this is a sign that our college 
administration needs to take a more en-
tertaining approach when it comes to ad-
vertising majors rather than just emails, 
pamphlets and posters. By merging the 
new age of technology that students are 
familiar with with administrative adver-
tisements, John Jay is able to connect bet-
ter to students.
New Majors Make Little Noise
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After Ten Years, Men’s Volleyball Is Back
The Men’s Volleyball team during practice. 
By Ahmed Jaradat
Staff Writer
From the pandemonium at Penn State, 
to the violence at last month’s Giants pa-
rade, the sports society has seen its share 
of fans take their communal spirit and turn 
it into a mob mentality.
Professor Mucahit Bilici, a sociology 
professor at John Jay, elaborated more on 
why this collective behavior, called sports 
fandom, is so prevalent today and why it 
can sometimes turn violent.
The conflict ranges from minor heck-
ling amongst fans to sometimes fatally vi-
olent behavior that some say interferes with 
the game. Some John Jay students seem to 
understand the passion fans have for their 
teams but don’t think they should be hos-
tile. 
Sporting events are a place where 
people should “integrate and celebrate to-
gether” said Shawn Coit, a freshman. Coit, 
who is a St. Louis Cardinals fan, thinks “Its 
idiotic to fight over a game.”
Jose Rodriguez, a senior, loves the 
Mets and understands the competitive-
ness in sports, he thinks the heckling is 
normal but when it goes too far he thinks 
its “nonsense.” When Jose visited Fenway 
Park in Boston, he received asshole chants 
and occasionally got ignored by the ven-
dors but he doesn’t think it’s a big deal.
Pat Collins, a freshman, is familiar with JADE JETJOMLONG
rivalries. He’s a Red Sox fan who lives in 
New York. When he went to Yankee Sta-
dium he got popcorn thrown at him but “it 
didn’t get any worse than that,” said Col-
lins. The violence that happens in sports “is 
not what its supposed to be about it s sup-
posed to be about the game, the teams, and 
the fans,” said Collins.
All three of these John Jay students 
think that violence should have no place 
in sports, but Pat thinks that “you gotta 
take pride in your team.” To Pat, the chilly 
receptions are worth it because he’s been 
through alot with his team, whom just col-
lapsed on the last day of the regular season 
last year, losing their playoff spot to the 
Tampa Bay Rays.
Professor Bilici thinks sports fandom 
is a sphere people seek to escape from an 
alienated society to a primitive humanity, a 
place where they can have a shared spirit, 
a collective conscience feeling emotionally 
melted together.
Professor Bilici also remarked that 
when a person supports a team, he or she 
feels a part of a something bigger than 
themselves. He added that in a modern and 
machine oriented society, we lack the her-
oism that was displayed in ancient times, 
like in the story of David or in the poetry 
of Homer. 
The charisma and unpredictability of 
sports “fills that void, which is a need to 
collectively love and honor heroes, and this 
love and pride, is a sort of secular religion 
where just like actual religions, people are 
ready to display their pride and are ready to 
sacrifice,” said Professor Bilici.
Sort of how Pat thinks it’s worth it to 
wear his Red Sox hat and sweater even 
though it might cause him some friction 
with the baseball fans of New York, all for 
the love of the game.
 
 
Sports Fandom, The Violence And The Glory
TOBY CHONG
By Manolo Morales 
Staff Writer
After vanishing for ten years, John 
Jay’s men’s volleyball team is back and 
ready to spike anything that comes their 
way.
According to Dan Palumbo, Director 
of Athletics, reviving the men’s volleyball 
team is giving the students more opportu-
nities to participate in sports.
Francisco Miranda, a freshman and 
an outside hitter, agrees with Palumbo. It 
“makes college more fun,” said Miranda.
Last semester the team started off as a 
club, enabling them to become an official 
team in time for the season.
“They are doing fine as someone who 
is just starting,” said Palumbo, who is hap-
py to see the team back in action.
Brittany Fout, who is also the head 
coach of the women’s volleyball team, is 
coaching the men’s team.  Fout has been a 
part of the John Jay faculty for three years. 
She was the assistant coach first for the 
women’s team before becoming the head 
coach.
When she heard that the men’s vol-
leyball team was coming back, she made 
it known that she wanted to be the head 
coach.
“She has a history of turning things 
around,” said Palumbo, who is confident 
in Fout’s abilities as a coach.
Fout has appointed Juan Hernandez, 
a senior and a middle hitter, as the cap-
tain of the team. She describes that he has 
demonstrated good leadership skills since 
day one. Hernandez feels the same about 
her.
“She knows what she is doing, loves 
the game and pushes us to be better than 
what we are,” said Hernandez.
Fout states that the difference between 
the men’s game and the women’s is that 
the “men’s game can have a faster pace.”
The Men’s game has shorter rallies, 
whereas the women’s game has longer ral-
lies. A volleyball game can last about an 
hour with three rounds, each lasting for 
about 20 minutes.
The team of thirteen players is work-
ing hard every day by practicing six days 
a week, Monday through Saturday for 
three hours. The team practices drills such 
as running, stretching, hitting and passing 
to help them with their volleyball skills. 
Hernandez describes the sport to be “ex-
tremely difficult”.  He also explains that 
people underestimate the sport because 
they think it’s a “girly game.”
Ernesto Boock, a sophomore, who 
loves the game and occasionally watches 
the men’s team practice, disagrees.
“There is lots of movement involved in 
the game. One can get hit in the face, hurt 
your team if you don’t know your posi-
tion,” Boock states.
Hernandez said that about 5 of the 
players have experience playing volley-
ball while the rest are soccer players.  The 
team has a record so far of two victories 
and ten loses. There are still eight more 
games before the CUNYAC Men’s Volley-
ball Championship
“Hard work, dedication and heart,” 
Fout says are the qualities that make a 
great volleyball player along with the 
skills.
Hernandez, as the captain, motivates 
his teammates and resolves any conflicts 
between them, if any are present.  De-
spite the team’s loses, the team has good 
teamwork out on the court when playing 
a game.






It’s been said that March is the month 
that offers the most luck. Clearly, I did 
not get that memo with the Horroscopes 
I’ve painted for you, dear readers. As 
usual, pregnant women should not read 
my Horroscopes as they have caused 15 
miscarriages and 10 heart attacks (all 
data accurately gained from the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics.) Enjoy the Horro-
scopes as my prediction to reality rate is 
now at an excellent 85%.
Aquarius   January 20- February 18: 
The Cinnamon Challenge will cause the 
end of your singing career, from a strained 
voice box.
Pisces    February 19- March 20: “The 
Walking Dead,” is a brilliant way to 
describe your reaction when you find out 
you’re on academic probation.
Aries  March 21- April 19: A black eye 
is in your future, as a former friend seeks 
vengeance for your past transgressions.
Taurus  April 20- May 20: Riches and 
good fortune awaits your day today, for 
you are an excellent human being.
Gemini  May 21- June 21: An April 
Fool’s Prank for the ages, gets you kicked 
out of your parents house, enjoy being 
homeless!
Cancer   June 22- July 22: You will be 
harassed daily and stalked on Facebook. 
The only bright side is your eventual 
death becoming a made for TV movie 
starring Neil Patrick Harris.
Leo   July 23- August 22:  Doom is in the 
forecast, as you lose your hand due to it 
being sliced off while cutting onions.
Virgo   August 23- September 22: You 
win a free TV, only to find out that it’s a 
RCA 72ITS (that’s an old television from 
the 1960’s for the simpletons.)
Libra   September 23- October 23: Be 
careful during graduation, as your cap 
and tassel gets caught in a fan and you’re 
beheaded.
Scorpio   October 24- November 21: 
Getting dumped by your significant other 
is bad, but don’t worry this author can be 
your rebound!
Sagittarius   November 22- December 
21: Why do fools fall in love? Because 
they don’t love you.  
Capricorn   December 22- January 
19: Take caution if you’re going to the 
California Mystery Spot during spring 
break because going will drop you into a 
wormhole that you cannot escape from.
Created By Joshua Belmonte 
JASON CHESTER
       By Benjamin Passikoff
Staff Writer
      Walking into the new Black Box The-
ater located, between the T-Building and 
the New Building, it first seems an awk-
ward space. Even with a capacity of 110 
people, it still seems small, until it was 
packed with people and musicians for an 
open mic event.
      On March 7, student government orga-
nized the affair with students and crammed 
the Black Box full. The energetic crowd 
and DJs made the space seem lively, even 
welcoming. 
      By the time I got there, DJ Luigi and DJ 
Momentum had played their sets and DJ 
Juggernaut, the eventual winner, was just 
setting up his gear.
    While waiting for the music to begin 
again, sophomore Elaine Bermudez said 
that a friend of hers told her “about the 
battle of the DJs. He knows people who 
organized the event.”
    DJ Suave heard about the event from 
Nigel Guscott, a junior, who helped to or-
ganize it. 
    Suave works at the John Jay radio sta-
tion under his given name Rogelio Brady. 
His friend DJ Juego helped to organize the 
event, and spins at parties with him. 
   Guscott asked Suave to stand in as a last 
minute “quick-pick,” which Suave was all 
too happy to accommodate.
Beats Drop In Black Box
       By Taja Whitted
Staff Writer
      “Food creates your thoughts,” said Nick 
Oddo, a positive life health coach, who 
specializes in healthy eating and motiva-
tional speaking.
    While hosting a seminar during Com-
munity Hour to create awareness of what 
we put into our mouths, he brought several 
ideas into focus.
   The first is local and seasonal eating. 
Oddo explained before society started 
mass production, we would only eat what 
was grown in our area during a certain sea-
son.
    “Winter months meals usually consisted 
of meat and potatoes with very little fruit, 
while during summer months lighter meals 
that are water and sugar based were eaten 
frequently to beat off the sun and heat 
stroke,” he said.
    Oddo also mentioned that we should 
monitor our food intake because, “When 
you don’t feel real good, think about what 
you ate.”  
    He believes that globalization, coupled 
with unhealthy mass production food, has 
thrown our diets out of its natural order.
     So what are we eating around campus 
and is it healthy?
     Although vending machines can give 
you a candy bar quickly and for a cheap 
price, it clearly is unhealthy. You can find 
healthy alternatives close by and though 
the price may be a little steep, it definitely 
is less than all the money you can spend on 
junk food.
     Since the cafeteria is still non-existent in 
the New Building, try the JJ Café. 
    According to Desiree Rodriguez, they 
have a good selection; they offer fruit sal-
ads, croissants and sandwiches from three 
to six dollars.
      If you don’t want to eat there try some of 
the popular campus favorites like Strokos, 
Fresco’s, Subways and Boston Market.
     “I prefer staying hydrated and eating 
sandwiches,” said Mario Benabe, a junior. 
    Easily enough you can have healthy 
hearty sandwiches down the block. Visit-
Ditch The Candy! Grab An Apple!
     The noise of the crowd was almost as 
loud as the music as DJ Juggernaut began 
his set with “Yo Home to Bel-Air,” by The 
Fresh Prince, which he worked seamlessly 
into “This is How We Do It,” by Montell 
Jordan. 
    The crowd jumped out of their seats and 
danced along to the set fiercely. Juggernaut 
played the rest of his set and the crowd and 
judges received his set well. 
      Unfortunately, at this point, a few min-
utes after DJ Suave started setting up to 
follow Juggernaut, a tech member shouted 
down from the booth, “We blew the speak-
ers!”
     It took almost twenty minutes to fix the 
speaker system. 
    Bermudez said, “The event was fun 
besides the technical difficulties with the 
speakers.” 
      The DJs stood behind their half circu-
lar tables, awkwardly waiting as the judges 
and the crowd stared back at them, trying 
to find ways to kill the time. Eventually, 
with the system restored, the event picked 
up again.
      By the time DJ Juego played the final 
set, everyone, including the public safety 
guard and the NYPD officers, not to men-
tion the judges, were all dancing along 
with the students. 
    Bermudez said, “They played Spanish 
music, reggae, hip-hop, pop and a lot of old 
school [rap] which everyone appreciate, 
even the judges and school safety.”
    She was more than happy to attend an 
event like this in the future, as were most 
of other attendees that day.
    Suave said after the event, “First and 
foremost, I would say it was a fair win for 
Juggernaut.”
    He also mentioned that Juggernaut was 
able to make the judges and the crowd very 
happy, but everyone else was good too. 
     We all look forward to their next event.
ing the local Subway on 59th Street, you 
can exercise selective control on what is 
being put in your sandwich and decide 
how healthy you are going to be with the 
toppings. 
      Subway also occasionally has, their-
monthly $5-foot-long deals, where you 
can choose from their specials.
     You can also try a prepackaged sandwich 
at Whole Foods. They have appetizing of-
ferings like turkey and swiss, or chicken 
club all made organically. Students can 
also stop by their salad bar, which has rows 
of options for around eight dollars. 
      Bronwyn Dundas from Whole Foods 
catering recommended trying her own mix. 
“I like fat free balsamic vinaigrette as a 
dressing with tuna for protein which is fill-
ing and cheap.”
       Some students are more resourceful 
and bring food from home.
    “I like to eat fruit or bring food from 
home,” said Emily Cardona, a senior.  
     Though that is an option, students would 
have to bring nonperishable items since 
only faculty members have access to mi-
crowaves and mini refrigerators.  
     If you want a quick snack, try the fruit 
stand outside located on the corner of 57th 
St. and Columbus Ave. 
      “Bananas are the number one seller,” 
said Azizul Hoque, the vender at the stand. 
     His deals also include three boxes of 
strawberries for two dollars, three man-
goes for four dollars and three apples for 
two dollars.
     Healthy eating is not difficult and does 
not put a giant hole in your pockets. There 
are plenty of choices around school. So en-
joy!
MARISOL RUEDA
DJ Juggernaut and Nigel Guscott. 
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Currently, I am having sex with two dif-
ferent guys. I’m using birth control, but 
not using condoms.  I’ve been having 
some discomfort down there, and I fear it 
could be an STD.  I’m going to the doctor 
this week, but do you think I should let 
both of them know?
Dear Anonymous,
Yes! You need to let both of these men 
know that there is a possibility that they 
have an STD.  You’re going to the doctor, 
so they also need the opportunity to be 
checked out.  By having unprotected sex, 
with multiple partners, you are poten-
tially exposing yourself to HIV, gonor-
rhea, chlamydia and various other sexual 
diseases. This situation should open your 
eyes to safer sex practices. Use a condom 
always. Check out the John Jay Women 
Center for tips, advice and contraception.
Dear Stephanie,
I have been dating my girlfriend for 8 
months, and our sex life is starting to be-
come routine and boring.  How can I spice 
things up in the bedroom?
Dear Anonymous,
If sex is an important aspect of your 
relationship, it would be detrimental for 
unhappiness to form, due to the lack of 
excitement in the bedroom.  Here are 
some tips that should help;
1. Buy a Kama Sutra book, and try the dif-
ferent positions
2. Incorporate oral, anal, or various fore-
play acts 
3.Introduce sex toys
4. Dress-up (costumes ex; cop & criminal, 
doctor & patient) Role Play
Before you try these things, you know 
your partner better than I do.  If she is 
adventurous go for it!  If she is reserved 
and may find these things abrasive, you 
should speak to her before you break out 
the whips and chains. 
Dear Stephanie,
I have been with my boyfriend for 3 
years, and I love him deeply, but I have 
been hanging out with “a friend” and I 
am slowly starting to develop feelings for 
him.  What should I do?
Dear Anonymous,
Here are some questions to ask yourself:
 * Are you still attracted to your current 
boyfriend?
* What do you find attractive about your 
friend?
* Would you be interested in pursuing a 
relationship with your friend?
*  Can you see a future with your current 
boyfriend? 
We have no control over whom we love.  
Do not attempt to stay in a relationship 
that has no room for growth. If you feel 
that you two have grown apart, and you 
need someone new in your life, your part-
ner will appreciate your honesty. Think 
long-term, not just for the moment.
Make Room For Your Spring Attire
      By Taja Whitted
Staff Writer
        “My room looks like the aftermath 
of Hurricane Katrina,” says Tia Elliot, a 
sophomore. 
       Between books lying on the floor and 
sweaters hanging from the ceiling fan, stu-
dents rooms are becoming  extra cluttered.
       However, every student should know 
that organization is key and what better 
way to start the spring season than with or-
ganizing your closet.
        “I don’t spring clean my closet, I have 
a lot of stuff and I’m always busy,” says 
Stephanie Deolarte, a junior.
       Well one way to cut some time from 
your day is by rearranging your closet. 
This will cut your morning preparations 
in half because you won’t be scurrying 
around trying to find what to wear.
        Besides, winter is clearly never going 
to happen, so move all those winter clothes 
aside to make room for spring. 
        So what to do? Here are five quick 
ways you can spring clean your closet.
        First categorize what you have. Make 
separate piles of winter clothes, clothes 
you don’t wear and spring clothing.
        Once you separate them you will see 
pieces that you have probably never seen 
before. This will help you decide what to 
keep and what to give away.
       By Anthony Thomas
Staff Writer
       For this spring fashion season, the 
grunge look has returned along with the 
“male skirt” challenging masculinity and 
stereotypes. Using myself as a guinea pig 
and the help of a kilt, I did the same.
       Here at the campus there seems to be 
a disconnect between masculinity and the 
expression of dress in the male community.
       As I reached out to the majority of the 
male community for my social experiment, 
I was either ignored, asked for monetary 
compensation or given a repulsive decline. 
I know the idea of wearing a skirt is a bit 
much but so is the idea of emulating what 
their favorite celebrities wear. The first 
question I posed on the male community 
was would you wear a kilt?
       When I asked David Byrne to don a kilt 
he said, “Will I be in the house all day?” 
When I replied no, he quickly sped off. 
       So what’s the fear? Is it that the idea 
of wrapping a shirt around your waist and 
actually wearing a kilt are two different 
things or is it the fear of the loss of mas-
culinity? Whatever the case may be, I de-
cided I should test the theory myself and 
that I did. After acquiring the desired piece 
(kilt) from Givenchy’s Spring/Summer 
collection, I geared up for a very social and 
interactive day.
       Once on campus, I began my research. 
The only negative attention that I may have 
ran into were laughs and an occasional 
“look at him yo.”
     Shortly after interviewing more than 
a dozen men, I ran into some individuals 
willing to answer my questions. 
     “Yeah I think fashion is a huge part of 
everyone’s lives, but most men like myself 
don’t cross the line as yourself...wearing a 
dress and things like that. I don’t know I’m 
not a homophobe but it’s just certain things, 
ya know,” said Carl Tyler, freshman.
     Many men, like Tyler, believe a man’s 
wardrobe is just another outlet for the ex-
pression of their masculinity. But when 
does the mental idea of power and “’manli-
ness” transcend the physical idea?
     I reached a point where the questions be-
came more involved with sexuality, gender 
and the relationship. 
     “Wear a fucking kilt, nah man I can’t 
do that. Especially since I’m from a West 
Indian family...they don’t play that,” said 
Brandon Treach, a Criminal Justice major.
      Although many of the men on the JJ 
campus claim manliness, their ignorance, 
almost shy attitude, towards the issue was 
very surprising and contradicting.
      As I approached a group of four men in 
the corridor of the New Building, there was 
a mixed reaction to my dress as one yelled 
“Sparta” and the other was too distracted 
by my sneakers to notice what I was wear-
ing a kilt.
     What was more interesting than the re-
actions, were the responses to the remain-
ing questions I asked in regards to mascu-
linity, well-dressed men here at JJ and what 
that entails. 
     “I see about three well dressed men 
at John Jay everyday,” said Maria Vidal, 
the primary coordinator of the Urban Male 
Initiative. “Well dressed? I would say no 
sagging pants, bow-ties, ties and fedoras, 
ya know, that type of stuff.”
      Believe it or not, the opposite of Vidal’s 
idea of well dressed is how most men per-
ceive masculinity and power in relation to 
their dress; the popular example is sagging 
of the pants.
      “Society tries to make men not be 
Have You Seen The Man In The Skirt?
        Second, you should decide on the 
placement of the clothes. 
       “When I clean my closet, I usually fold 
all the pants together and put it on the top 
shelf, and then hang all my long and short 
sleeves together,” says Brayan Mercedes. 
          If you have a hanging rack with 
a shelf above it try storing all your win-
ter clothes on the shelf while having your 
spring clothes hung up on the rack. This 
makes all your spring necessities right at 
your fingertips. 
         Some people even like to color coor-
dinate, with all the whites together, and the 
blacks, pinks and blues next to each other. 
        Also, all your hangers should be the 
same size, shape and material, whether that 
is plastic or wooden, that way you won’t 
have some hangers sticking out awkwardly 
or have some hangers bump into others. 
Once you place them in the closet make 
sure they all face the same way. 
         The third step would be to orga-
nize your shoes based on occasions and 
how often you wear them. If you like to 
keep your shoes in the boxes take pictures 
of the shoes and place that picture outside 
the box. This way you will know what is in 
them without having to open every single 
box. If you throw the boxes away, try get-
ting a shoe rack. 
        Lastly, now that your closet is or-
ganized and the mess is out of the way, 
it is best to try and maintain the order by 
using either a woven basket or a laundry 
bag. So after you come home, you can get 
undressed and throw your dirty clothes 
straight into the bag or basket. 
       All these steps allow your closet to 
look completely organized. So in the morn-
ing when you are rushing to finish that pa-




women, and not to be gay, and anything 
in between that or the boundaries of is not 
cool,” said Jaeraed Thomas, sophomore. 
“Wearing tight jeans and certain things the 
stars wear, that is okay because they have 
money.”
     “Man, man, man, I cannot believe you 
are wearing this, you can’t be serious. Such 
a clown,” said Jessica Logan, junior, who 
found my outfit interesting yet too de-
manding for attention. 
     The relationship between masculin-
ity and the JJ male community seems to 
be guided by societal norms depicted by 
commercialism.  As the campus serves as 
a melting pot of different personalities, 
fashions and styles there is a lot that can 
be observed. 
    Upon leaving the school, a final stu-
dent, Laquasia Wilkins, junior, said “You 
must think you’re Kanye West” I laughed. 
Maybe I’ll try this again in the future. Who 
knows?
ANTHONY THOMAS
The man in the skirt, Anthony Thomas. 
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John Jay Has Ink!
Two years ago Edwin Nieves, 21, got a tattoo of a rose in Harlem. For 
him, the tattoo challenges gender roles within our society and, “most guys 
don’t have roses so I wanted to be different.” The rose also cradles a quote 
in its thorn-studded stem. “You save your soul you save yourself.” It is 
something that may seem religious but for Nieves it is just his own per-
sonal mantra that has no connection to institutional religion. 
-As told to Eric Jankiewicz
It’s a massive eagle with majestic wings stretching out with a 
crown framed on top. James Bassem, freshman, has this eagle tat-
too on the right side of his upper back. It is a representation of his 
polish roots and also a memorial for his grandfather. “Izworski” is 
his grandfather’s last name. The tattoo is only a month old but what 
it represents goes back to his orgins.
-As told to Eric Jankiewicz
 This is the second installment in our series on displaying John Jay’s student body art. The titled has changed 
but the message is still the same. If you would like to send in photos of your tattoos and their meaning, email us 
at jjsentinel@jjay.cuny.edu.
My best friend and I got identical tattoos last year. It was September 15th. I remember 
the exact date not just because it was our first time getting ink, but also because my friend 
came all the way from Utah to see The Big 4 at Yankee Stadium (Megadeth, Anthrax, 
Slayer and Metallica). We both designed and sketched the cherries. We wanted something 
to represent our sister-like bond or sisterhood. The cherry loops are suppose to slightly 
look like an “M” and a “S” (standing for our initials -Marisol and Silvia-). We both got the 
same cherry design tattooed on our left hip. 
-Marisol Rueda
